—ast Meets \West

An artist couple finds inspiration in island living

Artist Bo Bartlett in his summer studio (top) on remote Wheaton Island
surrounded by recont paintings depicting his favorite model and muse, his
wile, Betsy Eby,

Located over twenty miles offshore, Wheaton Island's nearest neighbor
is Matinicus, The three criginal buildings on the island are known as “Still
Point” and now serve as Bartlett and Eby’s home and studios.

E BO BARTLETT

hether it was providence,

luck; or a simple stroke o

fortune. that brought

them together, artists Bo

Bartletr and  Betsy Eby  seem destined (o

meet, Six vears apo, they were introduced at

the nln:rlin-.r. reception for Bo's |'-|;-|r|__|-.,];.|__-..-1i-l-,.-

exhibition - at the Frve At Museum  in

Seattle. After months of “being pen pals™ and

al cross-country visits—she

¢ 1o the Morthwest—they started

ther, Today, the artists

divide their time between homes and studios

on both coasts

As a couple. Bartlett and Eby complement

each ather perfecily. They provide inspiration

and support for each other's art, and both share

a passionate enthusiasm for living and working

surrounded by nature. From June wo October,

they live on Wheaton Island, a small private

island near Matinicus, some twenty miles out

to sea. For the emainder of the vear, they live
on Mashon Island in Puget Sound.

In the summer of 2007, the |.'i'.11||'l|.|." married
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Bartlett finds the isolation and quietude of island life conducive to the
creation of his art; here he works on a portrait of Betsy, titled The Gatherer
{top, left); Bo Bartlett, Sweetness, 2008, oil on panel (top, right).

A native of the Northwest, Betsy Eby makes lyrical, calligraphic artwork
{bottam, right) reflective of her deep appreciation for Asian art and
culture and the work of artists such as Mark Tobey and Morris Graves.

Betsy Eby, Of Ophelia, 2010 (above); Eby is a trained classical pianist
and her close connection with music carries over to her art; “| strive for
my paintings to carry a viewer into a visual symphony, or impromptu, or

bagatelle—depending on the piece.”

PROFILE BEC BARTLETT

I've always loved that sort of thing,” savs Bo.

The sixteen-acre island originally had eight buildings, including
an enormous barn. But by the time the property came on the market.
all but three of the structures had collapsed. Bo restored those still
standling, and they now serve as the couple’s house and studios. The
clusier of small white buildings hugs the island’s rocky shore, which Bo
named “5till Point” because its side of the island is calm and protected
from the wind, The island’s other side is known as “the Portugal side”
because it faces the open sea.

“For years, there was a large rock on the beach on the Portugal side
that | used as a stepping stone,” says Bo, “The rock had always been
loose, but | never bothered w do anything about it. But on Betsy's first
trip to the island, she stepped anto the rock and, discovering tha it
was laose, reached around for a good-sized stone and jammed it under
there. In two seconds she had completely fxed it and it’s been steady
ever since, That's the moment | knew she was the girl for me.”

Since her first visit, Betsy has continued making improvements
to: the island, starting with a new mofl [or the house. "We had been
sleeping on a mattress on the floor with a bucket next to us that we had
to move strategically every time it rained,” she says, “1 don't think i
would have every occurred to Bo to get a new roof, he would have just

kept moving the bucker.”
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saystheFiand has 'tho most pure light
I'ue’ever hod the cpportunity to live in
: = ahd work under.”

Betsy added a propane-fucled refrigerator next, and two vears ago
“Bo got me running water for my birthday.” For the past four years,
she has cultivated a garden in the center of the island—"the only
place that isn't rock”™—in order to have a supply of fresh vegetables,
“Although nothing really grows well out here,” she says, “with the
exception of kale, which fortunately I love.”

With only an cuthouse and limited elecuricity, life on Wheaton
Island remains spartan. But for Bartlew and Eby, the island’'s
simplicity and isolation provide an environment conducive to the
creation of art. “We live with the rhythm of the dayv,” says Bo, “We
rise early with the sun, we paint, we take an evening walk, [t's a pretty

monastic life out there,” Betsy agrees. “It's a painting retreat for both
of us, a release from the business demands of our careers. It's the time
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